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1 
This invention relates to folding table struc- 
tures and has particular relation to  folding 
table provided with  compartmented table top 
for use in elassifying and sorting checks, deposit 
slips, charge slips, paper money and the like in 
assembled and stacked relationship. The table 
of the present invention is so constructed that 
a pair of cooperating duplicate tables may be 
internested together in collapsed position so as 
fo define a substantially rectangular paekage. 
Business offices such as banks and the like 
often require a classifying and sorting operation 
for alphabetically aranging papers such as cor- 
respondence, checks, deposit slips, charge slips, 
paper money and the like. This classifying and 
sorting operation is generally performed in con- 
nection with the opening and closing of the 
business day and if bas generally been consid- 
ered inefficient from a space standpoint to 
provide a permanent working space for this op- 
eration. Moreover, present classifying and sort- 
ing compartmented working spaces, such as 
tables and the like, bave a horizontal top which 
causes the papers, checks, and the like, to pile 
up in irregular fashion so that they must be 
stacked by hand in order fo achieve the desired 
neat and orderly arrangement. 
The folding table structure of the present in- 
vention generally comprises a compartmented 
table top supported af an angle to the horizontal 
by means of a supporting structure. The com- 
partmented top is supported by the frame in 
such a position that in normal use the table 
top is inclined af an effective angle to the hori- 
zontal so that sheet articles, such as clïecks and 
the like, when placed in the compartments will 
slide downwardly along the inclined top against 
the lower sides of the compartments, into 
sembled and stacked relationship. In ,a pre- 
ferred form, two adjacent inner sides of each 
compartment are pr0vided with suitable indicia 
fo enable the user to identify the various com- 
partments, when the tables are placed side by 
side with the tops parallel, or are placed with 
the lower edges adjacent so that the indicia 
appear in the regular and desired order to the 
user, in either of said described positions. 
The supporting structure generally includes, in 
duplicate, a supporting strip secured edgewise 
fo the underside of the table, a long leg pivoted 
to one side of the supporting strip and a link 
pivoted af its upper end to the opposite side 
of the supporting strip, a short leg pivoted in- 
termediate its ends to the long leg and pivoted 
at ifs upper end to the 10wer ,enç! Of the link, 
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the short leg being in the same plane as the 
supporting strip and adapted when folded to 
engage against the lower edge of the supporting 
strip, the supporting strip being formed fo ac- 
5 commodate folding movement of the short leg 
so that when folded the short leg lies in parallel 
juxtaposition with the long leg and with the 
supporting strip. In open position, the short 
leg and its link are locked in straight lïne, ex- 
10 tended position by abutment means which also 
serve to limit unfolding of the leg beyond par- 
allel juxtaposition. The tables are so con- 
structed that duplicate pairs thereof may be 
cooperatively used and placed together in folded 
15 position to define a substantially rectangular 
space for storage or shipping purposes. 
An object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a compartmented folding table which is 
particularly adapted to be used either singly or 
20 in pairs for classifying and sorting checks, de- 
posit and charge slips and the like, into as- 
sembled and stacked relationship. 
Another object of the invention is fo provide 
a folding table which is adapted fo cooperate 
25 and internest with a duplicate table in colapsed 
position so as to define a rectangular shipping 
and storing package. 
Still another object of the invention is to 
provide a compartmented folding table which 
30 is of sturdy construction, which may be readily 
collapsed and unfolded in locked position for 
use and which may be cooperatively nested with 
,a duplicate table in folded position into s mini- 
mum volume rectangular space for storage and 
35 shipping purposes. 
A further object of the invention is to pro- 
vide a folding compartmented table structure 
which will enable the user to classify and sort 
papers, checks and the like, in a desired neat 
40 and orderly arrangement in an efficient manner. 
A stfll further object of the invention is fo 
provide a compartmented folding table which is 
adapted to be used cooperatively with another 
duplicate table when placed side by side there- 
45 with so that the table tops are parallel or with 
the lower edges adjacent, the compartments be- 
ing provided with substantial indicia in the reg- 
ular and desired oçder to enable the user to 
identify the various compartments from either 
50 of the aforementioned positions. 
These and other objects of the invention will 
be readily understood by reference to the fol- 
lowing description and accompanying drawings 
in which: 
tt.' Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a folding com- 
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partmented table embodying the present inven- 
tion shown in open, locked position; 
Fig. 2 is a side view showing a duplicate pair 
of tables embodying the present invention fold- 
ed in cooperative nested relationship for ship- 
ping and storage; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the 
]ink and locking portion of one of the short 
legs shown in partially collapsed position; 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a" dUpli--10 
cate pair of open, locked tables embodying the 
present invention arranged in end fo end re- 
lationship for normal use with their lower edgeS 
in abutment for sorting sheets hving "a greater 
length than width, and 15 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view ' of atablë-struc -- 
ture embodying the present.invention shown in 
collapse.d or ïolded position. 
Reïerring now to the drawings showing  pre- 
ferred embodiment oï the table structure coin- 20 
prising.the -presentinvention, ' theïtable .top..  9i  
próvided'withbfiter compartmentsides   ndi n-  
ner c0mpartmCt:sïdès  2, two" adjacenV sides oï r' 
the c0mprtients .being provided with suitable 
indicia, as shown , in'suc h ïashion-thát the2ndic i 25. 
appear in the rëgular and " desired order  flore 
one side or ifs adjacent lower side: The sUp-- 
porting:ïamè W0rk ïorthe table top includes 

movement and to maintain both pairs of comple- 
mentary legs in parallelism. In addition, the 
link and locking arrangement on the upper end 
of the short legs 26 is such that additional weight 
5 placed on the table top 9 is transferred through 
the legs 2 downwardly against the pivots 2 
thereby forcing the abutments 28 into rigid, 
locking contact in the recesses 26. 
The table structure may be readi]y collapsed 
y moving - tlàe uPper ends of the short legs  
toward the upperends-of theq0ng legs - in 
scissors fashion. As hereinbefore described, the 
short legs 26 lie in the saine plane as the sup- 
porting .strips-; The short legs 26, as they 
are f01ded inwardly, are displaced upwardly to- 
ward":the ' supporting strips  due fo the 
ward..and: upward arcuate movement described 
bY  ile 15we' end pSrtions of the link members 
3. During folding movement the upper ends 
oï the short legs 26 fit into the recessed portions 
  of-!supportng:-strips:   Upon completion of the.-folding, operation :it .will  be. noted -that the 
hort-.legs 2 lie in.co-planar confacting juxta- 
position with the lower cut away. portions 
oï %he Supporting, strips « During the ïolding 
operation the long legs 9 pivo towaïd the 
table, top' untii they are in parallel .juxtaposiion 
at their-lower end portions with the entire length 

a pair of supp0ting strips 3 wh;ch' are secured of the short legs 26.and are .in- parallel juxta- 
edgewise and paralèl to the u'ndei'side of the" 30" position-at-their, upper end.portions with ,the 
table top. Thebotg0m"edgest of-the support- inner side.portion of the supporting strips , 
ing strips .are próvided with a-l'eCessed .pOrtion adjacent-.the lower-end .portions-. It will also 
,and a cùt-awY"por tioñ 9 wh;ch is parallel, be apparent-that« byvirtue.of thg present con- 
fo the table top.. Thepurpose ,and function of struction, he short legs 26 and .the long legs 
the reeësed and::cut away portions  and 6 S.5- 2}:]ie, in para]le]' juxtaposiion- with each .other 
will be hereinfér"d-escribed, and a]so lie in.para]le]ism.w-ith the table top. 

A pair oflong'legs 26 are pivotally mbunted 
at 2 in paraliel arrangement-at their upper 
ends fo thè»iriner sïdes-of the sUpporting strips- 
3 adjacent ànelïd thereof: The lower ends:of; 
the long legs 29::are povïdèd: with -transverse 
supporting bar 22/lyig in the sanïe plane" s 
the parallel long legs. 
Link ' member  23' are pivotlly, mOunted as 
at 2" in phrallél arkangement at their upper 
ends to the outër sid'es- of the  supporting strips 
 at the outer ends of thecut.away portions 
i The lower ends ofthe linked members 
are. pivotally Connècted as' af' 2,. adjacent" the 
upper ends of thesh0rt légs 26-on the outer: 
sides of ti/e shor legs: Thë. short legs 2 are. 
pivotall mounted; as" at 2: intermediate their 
ends fo the outèr sidès of tl/e longlegs29. The 
outer upper end portionS oI the short-legs 26.- 
are provided with abutment members-2 wh;ch 
booperate wih receSseS29 providd ,on the-inner 
sides and intermediatè theend-portîons of the 
link membërs 2 for h01di.ng thê short-legs 
in open, 10cked position: A.transverse bar 9 
connects the 6Uter lower end portions of the shört: 
legs in rigidfashionand als0 serves as abutment 
means fbr reSisting folding movement-of the 
legs, as will-be hereinafter described. 
iefering now fo operation of the present table 
strficture from its open; locked position,, as shown 
in Fig. 1, to its collapsed and folded position 
as shown in Fig: 5, if will be apparent that the- 
short legs 26 àrid the links 2" are maintained 
in locked position and in extended parallelimn 
by means of the abutment members 26. seated 
in the.recesses 
B virtue of its novel-construction the present 
table structure stands rigidly fixed in locked 
position, the transverse bars 22 and 3 servingto 
stkengthen the legs 26 and 26 against lateral 

Thus, in collapsed, folded position, the. legs. 29 
and. 26.,are in  parällel., juxtàposition with each- 
other and  their uPPer endportions.are also in 
4  parallel juxtap0sition:with,the.suPporting strips 
 $« both -setsof legs being parallël .fo the table 
top. In addition, the upper ends of the hort. 
legs 28 occupy the space, defined-bF the recessed 
portions 5 andthe, lower cut way portions.$ 
45 ofthe supporting-strips $.- if will be noted..that- 
the long ,legs 29qie in.planes vhich are parallel 
and adjacent fo the .planes occupied by the sup- 
porting strips und the Short-legs 26; whereas 
the link. members 2-liè.in planeswhich are 
0 adjacent, the: opposite sides, of the supporting 
strips  8 and their- orner sides are para!lel with 
the compartmented, outer sidës .0f the table 
structure: 
Folding movement of the legs beyond parallel 
5 juxtapositïon. s, prevented, bY means, of abut- 
ment.bar 9 .contacting the.lower end portions 
of. the long legs' 8. ànd alSO by- méans of the 
leading-edges of the upper ends of the short 
legs 6 abutting, in parallelism against the cut 
{}0 awa-y portion 6, of the supp0rting strips . 
It will be apparent that. the position, of the 
long legs 26 and the;links 2. may be reversed 
with respect fo the sides of the supporting strips 
 So that ' the long legs. 9 are pivotally mounted 
{}5 on the» outer sides-oï the supporting strips  
and the links are pivotally mounted on the inner 
sides of the supporting strips $ With this 
construction;, it wfllbe apparent that the trans- 
verse bar 9 may be'mounted on the outer sides 
?0 of the long legs: 26. 
As hereinbefore, stated, two adjacent inner 
sides .of each compartment, are provided with 
su;table-indiciu to enable the user fo identify 
the vrious compartments. In a pre£erred em- 
?$; bodiment wherein a. duplicate pair. o table 
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structures of the present invention are used, the 
indicia are so arranged that when the tables are 
placed side by side with the tops parallel (not 
show-n) or with the lower edges in abutment, as 
shown in Fig. 4, the indicia appear in regular and 
desired ortier to the user. Thus it will be appar- 
ent that by virtue of the present construction 
an operator is enabled to sort sheet having 
greater length than wldth, such as deposit slips 
and charge slips, when the tables are placed end 
fo end; that is, with their lower edges in abut- 
ment. In addition, when a duplicate pair of 
table structures are placed side by side with 
their tops parallel (not shown) the operator is 
enabled fo sort sheet material such as checks 
having a greater width than length. It will be 
understood that the above sorting operation also 
may be accomplished with a single table struc- 
ture. 
As the sheets of paper are dropped in the 
various compartments they tend to slide along 
the inclined bottom of the table top against the 
lower sides of the compartment in assembled and 
stacked relationship due fo the inclination of 
the table top. By virtue of this novel feature 
of the present table structure, the user is readily 
and conveniently able fo assemble and remove 
the various piles of paper sheets in assembled 
and stacked relationship. After a duplicate pair 
of the present table structures bave been folded 
and collapsed, as hereinbefore described, they 
may be internested together in collapsed posi- 
tion so as to define a rectangular package, due 
to the novel construction whereby the long and 
short legs when folded extended well beyond 
the table top fo delhae a substantially rectangu- 
lar space into which the compartmented top of 
the other table lits, with ifs legs extended over 
the compartmented top of the other table. In 
this manner, a duplicate pair of tables may be 
conveniently stored or shipped in a minimum 
volume of space. 
While the invention bas been described in a 
preferred form, if will be understood that the 
invention may be practiced in other forms, fall- 
ing within the scope of the invention which is 

intended fo be limited only by the prior art and 
as set forth in the appended claim. 
I claim: 
A folding table, comprising a top, a pair of 
5 substantially parallel supporing strips extend- 
ing underneath the top, each provided with a 
recess along its lower edge for a portion of 
length, a pair of long legs resPectively pivoted ai 
their upper ends to one side of said supporting 
10 strips ai one end of said supporting strip, a pair 
of !inks pivoted ai their respective upper ends 
to the other side of said supporting strips ai the 
other end of said supporting strip, a pair of 
short legs respective!y pivoted intermediate 
15 their ends to said long legs and also respectively 
pivoted near their upper ends to that sïde of 
said link which bears against its cooperating 
supporting strip, whereby each shorter leg 
offset from its cooperating link and is in the 
2o saine plane with is cooperating supporting strip, 
in both extended and folded positions, the upper 
part of each shorter leg being positionab!e in 
the said recessed portion o£ its associated sup- 
porting strip when in folded position, and in 
25 such position bears against the lower edge of 
ifs associated strip and abutment means carried 
by the connected ends oï said shorter legs and 
said pivoted links, £or holding the shorter legs 
and the pivoted links in a]ignment. 
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